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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e)(1) as being anticipated by 
Sugita (US 2003/01 84521 A1 ). 

Sugita discloses a computer peripheral with cable reeling device comprising a 
detachable reeling device (15), having a housing (1) and a communication cable 
including a first and second ends respectively connecting with a first connector and a 
second connector being extensibly wound in the housing, the communication cable 
having a extractable end; and an input device which is detachably coupled with a front 
portion of the reeling device (15), and electrically connecting with the reeling device, 
said reeling device being independently operable with regard to the input device. 
The housing of the reeling device has a receiving portion extending therefrom, the 
receiving portion is formed with a through hole, and the input device is received on the 
receiving portion of the reeling device in accordance with claim 2. 
The input device being a mouse which is clipped to the reeling device in accordance 
with claim 8. 
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The input device has a main body engaged with the reeling device and 
having a circuit unit mounted therein since the cable is coupled to the circuit of the 
mouse, a left button and a right button are mounted thereon, and the circuit unit has a 
left button switch mating with the left button, a right button switch mating with the right 
button, and a wheel exposed outside the upper shell in accordance with claim 1 1 . 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-2, 7-9, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yong (US 6,088,021). 

Yong discloses a computer peripheral with cable reeling device comprising a reeling 
device (124), having a housing (208) and a communication cable extensibly wound in 
the housing, the communication cable having a extractable end; and an input device 
which is mouse detachably coupled with a front portion of the reeling device (214), and 
electrically connecting with the reeling device. 

The housing of the reeling device has a receiving portion extending therefrom, the 
receiving portion is formed with a through hole, and the input device is received on the 
receiving portion of the reeling device in accordance with claim 2. 
The input device being a mouse which is clipped to the reeling device in accordance 
with claim 8. 

The input device has a main body engaged with the reeling device and 
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having a circuit unit mounted therein since the cable is coupled to the circuit of the 
mouse, a left button and a. right button are mounted thereon, and the circuit unit has a 
left button switch mating with the left button, a right button switch mating with the right 
button, and a wheel exposed outside the upper shell in accordance with claim 1 1 . 
a switch unit (14) for controlling drawing out of the communication cable including a an 
upper shell (26) formed with a plurality of post on a bottom thereof for engagement with 
holes in the housing as shown in fig. 14 in accordance with claims 6, 10 and 12. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yong 
(US 6,088,021 ) in view of Davis (US 6,589,076). 

Yong teaches all the limitations of claims 3-5 except for a computer peripheral 
comprising a third connector plugged into a second connector. The general concept of 
providing a plurality of connectors to the end of a cable falls within the realm of common 
knowledge as obvious duplication of parts which carry no patentable weight. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Yong to include the use of a plurality of connectors to the end of a cable in his 
advantageous computer peripheral cable in order to provide for attachment with a 
different size cable. 



Application/Control Number: 10/779,715 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3617 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 09/20/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

A. Summary of applicant's argument 

In the amendment, applicant traversed the rejection of claims 1-12, currently amended 
for the following reasons: 

1 . The newly added claim limitations of said reeling device being independently 
operative with regard to said input device as surgita does not teach the novel concept of 
having a reeling device that can be separated from the computer peripheral for 
independent use. Similar argument is made with regard to the Yong reference. 

2. The references cited in the combination rejection of the claims cannot be properly 
combined to yield applicant's invention. 

B. Response to applicant's argument 

1 . Regarding applicant's argument number 1 , it should be noted that the newly added 
claim limitation of said reeling device being independently operative with regard to said 
input device does not distinguish over the prior art of record. As currently amend, claim 
1 merely recites a capability of independently operating the reeling device having an 
input device which is a USB type connection adapted to be connected to the input 
device of a computer. It is well known that a USB type connection is made for use in a 
type of port connection of computer such a desktop Mckintosh, Apple computer, Dell 
computer or a labtop computer. The cable reeling device of either Sugita or Yong 
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comprise a detachable input device while being fully capable of universal usage due to 
the fact that a USB port input device can be operable with various types of computer. 
2. In response to the applicant's argument No. 2, it has been explained that the 
newly added claim limitation of said reeling device being independently operative with 
regard to said input device does not distinguish over the prior art of record, Yong. The 
rejection was based on obvious duplication of parts as duplication/reduction of identical 
parts which carry essentially the same function is a common occurrence throughout the 
computer peripheral design art, and the specific number of connectors used would have 
been an obvious duplication of parts, depending upon such common factors as the 
speed at which data is to be transferred, the loading rating of the cable; the ordinarily 
skilled artisan choosing the best number of connectors which would most optimize the 
cost and performance of the device for a particular application at hand, based upon the 
above noted common design criteria. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz F. Jules whose telephone number is (703) 272- 
6681 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph S. Morano can be reached on (703) 272-6684. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Frantz F. Jules 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 
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